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News Release

West Columbia Police Officers Take Back Unused Drugs

The West Columbia Police Department is serious about taking back drugs — no questions
asked. Police officers will be at the West Columbia Bi-Lo located at 2349 Augusta Road on Saturday,
October 26, 2013 from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. to collect unused prescriptions, particularly controlled-
substance drugs. Lt.John Norman says the event is to allow people to turn over expired or unused
prescriptions so the drugs can be safely destroyed. “Drop it off no matter whose name is on the
bottle, how old the pills are or what kind of prescription it is,” Norman advises, “and we’ll make sure
it’s destroyed.” He does caution that used needles cannot be taken for destruction unless putin a
puncture resistant container and no items under pressure, such as inhalers, will be accepted.

According to Norman, more and more people, especially teens, are taking leftover or expired
prescriptions from family members and selling the pills on the street. Often the old drugs are
flushed down the toilet possibly creating a hazard to the environment, especially to wildlife and
drinking water sources. Prescription medicines should be disposed of a responsible way and the
event on Saturday offers citizens just such an opportunity.

The West Columbia Police Department is holding the event in collaboration with the Drug
Enforcement Agency (DEA) and the Rise Above It Community Coalition (RAI), which is providing for

the disposal of the drugs.

For further information contact Lt. John Norman, West Columbia Police Department at (803) 794-

0721, extension 280 or by e-mail at jnorman@westcolumbiasc.gov.
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