
City of West Columbia, SC 
 

Regular Council Meeting 
 

September 4, 2012 at 6 p.m. 
 

Members Present:      Members Absent: 
Joe Owens, Mayor      None 
Boyd Jones, Mayor Pro-Tem 
Abbott L. Bray, Jr. 
Eric L. Fowler 
Casey Jordan Hallman 
L. Dale Harley 
Tommy Parler 
B.J. Unthank 
Teddy Wingard 
 

Others Present: 
Jenny Cunningham, City Administrator   Rick Hodge, City Treasurer 
Myron Corley, Deputy City Administrator   Wyatt Coleman, Fire Chief 
Mardi Valentino, City Clerk/PIO    Brian Carter, Director of Planning and Zoning 
Charles Garren, Public Works Director   Stuart Jones, Building Official 
Sid Varn, Director of Planning and Engineering  Matt Edwards, Police Major 
Dennis Tyndall, Police Chief     Shane Phillips, Police Captain 
Joe Vasquez, Esq., City Attorney    Members of the Public and Press   
 

Agenda Item I – Call to Order 
Mayor Owens called the meeting to order at 6 p.m. and noted a quorum was present.  The State, Free Times, 
Lexington County Chronicle, Cayce-West Columbia News, and The Columbia Star were notified of the 
meeting by e-mail on August 31, 2012. 
 

Agenda Item II – Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 
 

Mayor Owens gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Agenda Item III – Requests for Appearance 
 

A. Mayor Owens recognized Mr. Mike Dawson, Executive Director of The River Alliance, who 
briefed Council on the progress of projects on the Three Rivers Greenway.  Mr. Dawson said West 
Columbia is moving forward to build a pedestrian bridge over the Saluda River by the I-26 bridge.  
The engineering design for the bridge project has been completed and the city has obtained the 
necessary permits to begin construction.  Mr. Dawson explained the pedestrian bridge initially 
would cross the river to the Richland County side of the Saluda River and eventually connect to 
other segments of the Three Rivers Greenway to provide an intermodal path from West Columbia 
to the Dreher Shoals dam at Lake Murray.  The Saluda Shoals Park segment would extend the park 
system to the west and the City of Columbia’s Innovista section would extend the Greenway to the 
east along the Congaree River.  Mr. Dawson displayed maps showing the anticipated extensions of 
the Three Rivers Greenway with the West Columbia river crossing and Saluda Shoals Park area. 

 

 B. Mayor Owens recognized Mr. Bill Hamson and Mr. Harold James with the SC Historical Aviation 
Foundation requested Council to consider a $2,500 donation toward erecting two granite markers at 
the Columbia Metropolitan Airport to honor aviators who died on training flights at Army Airbases 
in the Midlands during World War II prior to the Doolittle raid over Tokyo.  Mayor Owens 
entertained a motion to approve a $2,500 donation for the memorial.  Council Member Parler so 
moved and Council Member Fowler seconded.  The motion passed unanimously. 
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Agenda Item IV – Announcements by Mayor 
 

A. Mayor Owens announced the following meetings and events: The City of West Columbia will 
observe a moment of silence in remembrance of the 911 tragedy at 1 p.m. on Tuesday, September 
11, 2012.  The Beautification Foundation will meet at 8:30 a.m. on Wednesday, September 12.  
The Council Work Session is scheduled for 6 p.m. on Monday, September 17.  The Zoning Board 
of Appeals will meet at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, September 18.  The Planning Commission will meet at 
6 p.m. on Monday, September 24.  A public presentation of the Gateway Overlay District 
Redevelopment Plan will be held at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, September 25 in the Council Chambers. 

 
Agenda Item V – Approval of Minutes 
 

Mayor Owens entertained a motion to approval the minutes for the Public Hearing on the proposed feral 
cat ordinance held August 7, 2012, the Regular Council Meeting held August 7, 2012, and the Special 
Council Meeting held August 20, 2012.  Council Member Unthank so moved and Council Member Fowler 
seconded.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Agenda Item VI – Old Business 
 

A. Mayor Owens entertained a motion for second reading consideration of an ordinance to annex 
.55 acres of property located at 2207 Thornton Avenue (TMS# 004627-01-002).  Council Member 
Unthank so moved and Council Member Parler seconded.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

B. Mayor Owens entertained a motion for second reading consideration of the Planning Commission’s 
recommendation for a map amendment to establish the zoning classification for .33 acres of 
property located at 2215 Thornton Avenue (TMS# 004627-01-004) as R2 (medium density 
residential).  Council Member Unthank so moved and Council Member Fowler seconded.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 

 

C. Mayor Owens entertained a motion for second reading consideration of the Planning Commission’s 
recommendation for a map amendment to establish the zoning classification for .30 acres of property 
located at 513 N. Lucas Street (TMS# 004665-03-012) as C2 (general commercial).  Council Member 
Parler so moved and Council Member Unthank seconded.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
Agenda Item VII – New Business 
 

A. Mayor Owens entertained a motion for first reading consideration of an amendment to the Wrecker 
and Towing Section of the West Columbia City Code of Ordinances to revise rotation requirements 
for towing companies.  Council Member Unthank so moved and Council Member Hallman 
seconded.  Mayor Owens recognized Police Chief Dennis Tyndall who said the amendment 
removes ambiguous portions of the wrecker and towing ordinance and specifically addresses 
requirements to be on rotation for towing calls.  He said the proposed amendment provides for 
towing companies to be inspected annually.  Companies also must maintain liability and Workers’ 
Compensation insurance.  Mayor Owens called for a vote and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

B. Mayor Owens entertained a motion for consideration to accept a Subdivision Agreement and Letter 
of Credit in the amount of $238,588.38 from Mungo Homes, Inc. for Oakwood Commons Phase 
2A Cluster Housing Development subsequent to bonded plat approval by the Planning 
Commission. 



Regular Council Meeting Minutes 
September 4, 2012 
Page Three 
 
 

Agenda Item VII – New Business (continued) 
 

Council Member Parler so moved and Council Member Unthank seconded.  Mayor Owens 
recognized Mr. Brian Carter, Director of Planning and Zoning, who stated that the infrastructure 
plans for Phase 2A have been approved by City Engineer Sid Varn and by the Lexington County 
Department of Public Works.  The estimated cost for the water and sewer system was figured at 
$159, 058.92.  He explained that Mungo Homes, Inc. is required to obtain a letter of credit for 1.5 
times the amount of the infrastructure costs which is $238,588.38.  He said that if Council approves 
the letter of credit and subdivision agreement, then Mungo Homes, Inc. will be able to begin 
conveying title of the lots in Phase 2A to prospective homeowners.  Mayor Owens called for a vote 
and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

C. Mayor Owens entertained a motion for consideration of a request to designate 140-146 State Street as 
a historic property in the New Brookland Historic District.  Mayor Owens recognized Ms. Heather 
Stallwork, AIA with Catalyst Architects, who explained that 140-146 State Street is part of the New 
Brookland Historic District.  If Council designates the commercial building as a historic property it is 
eligible for a special property tax assessment for rehabilitated historic properties and allows the 
property owner to rehabilitate and preserve the property rather than demolish it.  Council Member 
Unthank so moved and Council Member Parler seconded.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

D. Mayor Owens entertained a motion for consideration of a resolution to support the Airport 
Connector between the Columbia Metropolitan Airport and Interstate 26.  Council Member 
Unthank so moved and Council Member Fowler seconded.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
Agenda Item VIII – Adjourn to Executive Session for a Legal Matter 
 

Mayor Owens entertained a motion to adjourn to executive session.  Council Member Unthank so moved 
and Council Member Fowler seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.  Council adjourned at 6:47 p.m. 
 
Agenda Item IX – Reconvene to Regular Session 
 

Mayor Owens entertained a motion to adjourn executive session and reconvene to regular session.  
Council Member Unthank so moved and Council Member Parler seconded.  The motion passed 
unanimously.  Council reconvened to regular session at 7:07 p.m.  Mayor Owens stated that no action was 
taken in executive session. 
 

Mayor Owens recognized Council Member Unthank who moved to approve a Completion Agreement 
between the City of West Columbia and Companion Property and Casualty Insurance Company for the K-
Mart pump station.  Mayor Pro-Tem Jones seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Agenda Item X – Adjourn 
 

Mayor Owens entertained a motion to adjourn.  Council Member Fowler so moved and Council Member 
Unthank seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.  Council adjourned at 7:10 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 

Marta M. Valentino, CMC 
City Clerk 


