
 
 

Revised Agenda 
 

Regular Council Meeting 
 

Tuesday, July 2, 2013 at 6 p.m. 
 

I. Call to Order 
 

II. Invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance 
 

III. Requests for Appearance 
 

A. Ms. Karen Hoover, 1027 Rutland Avenue, Re: Request to Purchase City Property at 351 
Meeting Street (Attachment III.A) 

 

B. Herbert Ames, Leighton Lord, and Meghan Hughes with Midlands Reality Check, 
Urban Land Institute (Attachment III.B) 

 
IV. Announcements by Mayor 

 

 A. Presentation of “Yard of the Month” Designation to Mr. Bobby Brown 
1000 E Avenue 

 
V. Approval of Minutes 

 

 A. Public Hearing on Budget for FY 2013-2014 held June 4, 2013 (Attachment V.A) 
 

 B. Regular Council Meeting Held June 4, 2013 (Attachment V.B) 
 

 C. Special Council Meeting Held June 17, 2013 (Attachment V.C) 
 

VI. New Business 
 

 A. First Reading Consideration of the Planning Commission’s Recommendation to 
Establish the Zoning Classification for Recently Annexed Property Located at 2331 and 
2333 Thornton Avenue (TMS# 004627-05-006) as C-3 (Restricted Commercial) 
(Attachment VI.A) 

 

 B. First Reading Consideration of the Planning Commission’s Recommendation for a Text 
Amendment to Section 601 of the West Columbia Zoning Ordinance to Clarify Portions 
of the Zoning Ordinance Relating to Non-Conforming Uses and Structures (Attachment 
VI.B) 

 

 C. First Reading Consideration of an Ordinance to Amend Title 6, Section 3, Entitled, 
“Animal Control” of the West Columbia Code of Ordinances to Allow the Keeping of 
Domestic Chickens under Certain Conditions (Attachment VI.C) 

 
 VII. Adjourn



 
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 6, 
      SECTION 3, ENTITLED, “ANIMAL CONTROL,” 
COUNTY OF LEXINGTON  ) OF THE WEST COLUMBIA CODE OF ORDINANCES 
      TO ALLOW THE KEEPING OF DOMESTIC CHICKENS 
CITY OF WEST COLUMBIA ) UNDER CERTAIN CONDITIONS 
 
 

Whereas, the West Columbia City Council has determined that it is in the interest of the 
City and the public that certain of the current provisions of Title 6, Section 3, entitled “Animal 
Control,” of the West Columbia Code of Ordinances be revised and that new provisions be added so 
as to allow the keeping of domestic chickens within the City under certain conditions and with 
certain limitations, and 
 
 Whereas, the City finds these goals are met by the attached provisions. 
 
 Now, Therefore, Be It Ordained by the Mayor and Council of the City of West 
Columbia, in meeting duly assembled, that Title 6, Section 3 (“Animal Control”) of the West 
Columbia Code of Ordinances be amended to include the attached provisions regarding the keeping 
of domestic chickens under certain conditions. 
 
 It Is Further Ordained that these provisions shall take effect immediately upon 
passage.  Done this __________ day of ____________________, 2013. 
 

And It Is So Revised! 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
             _ 
       Joseph W. “Joe” Owens, Mayor 
 
        
Marta M. Valentino, CMC, City Clerk 
 
 
First Reading:       
 
 
Second Reading:      
 
 
 
Approved as to form: _________________________ 

Attachment VI.C 



Section 6-3-1 ("Definitions") 

 
Domestic Chickens.  Members of the subspecies Gallus gallus domesticus (domestic chickens), not including 
guinea fowl, peafowl, swans, ducks, pheasants, waterfowl, exotics, and game birds. 
 
Section 6-3-2 (“Limitations on pets; exceptions.”) is amended to add a new subsection 3 to read as 
follows: 
 

3. This section shall not apply to legally maintained domestic chickens. 
 
Section 6-3-15 (“Killing, injuring, molesting birds.”) is amended to add a new  subsection 2 to read as 
follows: 
 

2. This section shall not apply to the lawful collection of eggs of legally maintained domestic 
chickens. 
 
Section 6-3-16 (“Keeping horses, livestock, poultry prohibited.”) is amended as follows: 
 

1. It shall be unlawful for anyone to keep, shelter or house within the city limits horses, 
livestock, poultry or fowl of any nature whatsoever.  This section shall not apply to legally 
maintained domestic chickens (excluding roosters) as set forth in this chapter. 

 
Section 6-3-20 Keeping of domestic chickens 
 
Notwithstanding any other provision of the City Code, and as provided in this section, the keeping of 
domestic chickens (excluding roosters) within the City is permitted under the following conditions and with 
the following limitations: 
 

 1. The keeping of domestic chickens (excluding roosters) is permitted only as an accessory use for a 
single family detached house in a residential zoning district. No roosters (mature male domestic 
chickens) shall be permitted within the city limits. 

 

 2. No more than a total of four (4) domestic chickens may be kept or maintained on a single 
premises. No roosters shall be allowed. 

 

3. No person shall allow any chickens to roam free for any reason. Chickens found at large shall be 
impounded. 

 

4. A coop will be considered as an accessory structure. Coops must be located in the rear yard 
and at least twenty-five (25) feet from all property lines. A coop must be screened from side 
or rear lot lines with shrubbery or a privacy fence if any portion of the coop or run is located 
within thirty (30) feet of a structure or pool on an adjacent property.  A coop must be screened 
from public rights-of-way.  No coop or run may be located within five (5) feet of a residential 
structure on the same lot. 

 

5. Coops must be fully enclosed, constructed of sturdy materials, contain runs, and be well maintained to 
prevent odor and to discourage fly accumulation.    Coops and runs must have fencing to prevent 
chickens from leaving the coop and run area and be constructed in a manner to deter predators. Coops 
shall be six sided (four sides, a bottom, and a top). Coops must have a minimum height of 18 inches. 
Coops shall contain at least two (2) square feet in bottom surface area per chicken over 4 months of 
age and must be connected to a run of not less than nine (9) square feet for one (1) bird; twelve (12) 
square feet for two (2) birds; sixteen (16) square feet for three (3) birds; or twenty (20) square feet for 
four birds over four (4) months of age, which shall be fully enclosed.  No portion of any coop or run 
shall exceed six (6) feet in height as measured from the ground adjacent to the coop or run. 



 
6. The run must be well drained so there is no accumulation of chicken excrement and shall be 

cleaned regularly with all droppings and excretions disposed of in a manner so as not to cause 
an odor or attract flies, unless otherwise disposed of in accordance with any federal, state, and 
local health regulations. 

 
7. Food must be stored in a sealed container. 

 
8. No sick, diseased, or injured birds may be kept on any property within the city unless under 

documented veterinary care. 
 

9. Slaughter is prohibited within public view, within view of private property, or within view of 
public rights-of-way.  Slaughter is permitted only for personal consumption by persons at the 
property on which the coop and run are located. 

 
10. Chickens shall not be kept or used for commercial purposes.  No person may sell eggs laid by 

chickens kept in the corporate limits of the city, 
 

11. No person shall keep chickens on his or her premises within the city without first obtaining: 
 

a. a zoning permit for an accessory structure; and 
 

b. a certificate of inspection from the animal services department, issued pursuant to this section, 
for which an inspection fee of twenty dollars ($20.00) shall be paid. 

 
12. When the property on which chickens are to be maintained is located within an area subject to 

neighborhood covenants or restrictions, any person applying for a permit to keep chickens must 
provide written approval from the home owners association or similar organization responsible for 
enforcing neighborhood covenants and restrictions.  If the property is not subject to any neighborhood 
covenants or restrictions, the applicant must provide a written statement that no neighborhood 
covenants or restrictions apply to the property.  Any permit issued may be revoked if the applicant 
makes any false statement regarding any applicable neighborhood covenants or restrictions. A permit, 
if issued, shall not override any applicable neighborhood covenants or restrictions. 

 
13. Properties permitted to keep domestic chickens are subject to re-inspection by animal control officers. 

 
Section 6-3-21. Additional enforcement provisions as to domestic chickens. 
 

(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, the impoundment or hold period for a 
domestic chicken is not required to exceed three (3) days and is subject to the policies and 
procedures of the animal shelter to which the animal is transported. An impounded domestic 
chicken may be redeemed by the owner within the hold period upon payment of all fees 
incurred as a result of the impoundment. After the specified hold period, the domestic chicken 
shall become the property of the City and may be disposed of at the discretion of the City 
Administrator or the City Administrator’s designee. 

 
(b) Medical care will not be provided to any injured or sick domestic chicken and any domestic 

chicken determined to be unhealthy may be euthanized. 
  
 
 
 


