
City of West Columbia, SC 
 

Regular Council Meeting 
 

October 1, 2013 at 6 p.m. 
 
Members Present:      Members Absent: 
Joe Owens, Mayor      None 
Boyd Jones, Mayor Pro-Tem 
Eric L. Fowler 
Casey Jordan Hallman 
L. Dale Harley 
Tommy Parler 
B.J. Unthank 
Teddy Wingard 
 

Others Present: 
Jenny Cunningham, City Administrator   Anna Huffman, IT Systems Administrator 
Myron Corley, Deputy City Administrator   Wyatt Coleman, Fire Chief 
Mardi Valentino, City Clerk/PIO    Brian Carter, Director of Planning and Zoning 
Sid Varn, Director of Planning and Engineering  Ken Ebener, Municipal Judge 
Dennis Tyndall, Police Chief     Matt Edwards, Police Major 
Donna Smith, Director of Economic Development  Rick Hodge, City Treasurer 
Charles Garren, Public Works Director   Shane Phillips, Police Captain 
Jamie Hook, Sanitation/Streets Superintendent  Members of the Public and Press   
 
Agenda Item I – Call to Order 

 

Mayor Owens called the meeting to order at 6 p.m. and noted a quorum was present.  The State, Free Times, 
Lexington County Chronicle, Cayce-West Columbia News, The Columbia Star, COLADaily.com and radio 
and television stations were notified of the meeting by e-mail on September 27, 2013. 
 
Agenda Item II – Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 
Mayor Owens gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Agenda Item III – Requests for Appearance 
 

A. Mayor Owens stated that Reverend Scooter Scott requested to appear before Council, but was not 
able to be at the meeting.  Mayor Owens said he would discuss with Brian Carter, director of 
Planning and Zoning, Reverend Scott’s concern about where signs with information about the 
Nehemiah Project GED program could be placed in the city. 

 
Agenda Item IV – Announcements by Mayor 
Mayor Owens reminded everyone about the Clean UP Day in West Columbia on Saturday, October 19, 
2013.  He also said the council work session would be held on Monday, October 21, 2013. 
 
Agenda Item V – Approval of Minutes 
Mayor Owens entertained a motion to approve the minutes for the Public Hearing on the Adoption of the 
2012 International Building Codes held September 9, 2013 and the Regular Council Meeting held 
September 9, 2013.  Council Member Unthank so moved and Council Member Harley seconded.  The 
motion passed unanimously.  Mayor Owens entertained a motion to approve the minutes for the Special 
Council Meeting held September 16, 2013 and the Council Work Session held September 16, 2013.  
Council Member Harley so moved and Council Member Parler seconded.  The motion passed unanimously. 
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Agenda Item VI – New Business 
 

A. Mayor Owens entertained a motion for first reading consideration of an ordinance to annex .28 acres 
of property located at 1722 A & B Crapps Avenue (TMS# 004636-04-022).  Council Member Parler 
so moved and Council Member Hallman seconded.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

B. Mayor Owens entertained a motion for first reading consideration of an amendment to an ordinance 
adopted June 17, 2013 to provide a $250.00 stipend for health insurance coverage for city employees 
who choose not to participate in the State Health Plan offered by the city to employees.  Council 
Member Fowler so moved and Council Member Unthank seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.  
Mayor Owens explained that the ordinance needed to be amended because the stipend could be offered 
only to city employees.  He said council members were not eligible for the stipend. 

 

C. Mayor Owens entertained a motion for consideration of a proclamation to designate October 2013 as 
Alpha Delta Kappa Sorority Month.  Council Member Hallman so moved and Council Member 
Unthank seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.  Mayor Owens recognized Council Member 
Hallman, a member of the sorority, who said ADK is an honor society based on peer recognition and 
is invitational only to outstanding women educators actively engaged in teaching, administration or a 
specialized field of the teaching profession.  She said the organizational aim is to support education 
and charitable projects, to sponsor scholarships, to further and maintain worthy standards in the field 
of education and to cooperate with deserving community programs relating to education and charities.  
Council Member Hallman recognized some of her sorority sisters who were present at the meeting. 

 

D. Mayor Owens entertained a motion for consideration of a Proclamation to Designate October 2013 as 
National Colonial Heritage Month.  Council Member Fowler so moved and Council Member Parler 
seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.  Mayor Owens presented a signed proclamation to Mrs. 
Carolyn McGee and Mrs. Abby Barnes representing the Governor Robert Gibbs Chapter of the 
National Society Colonial Dames XVII Century of Columbia, South Carolina. 

 

E. Mayor Owens entertained a motion for consideration to approve a sole source contract in the amount 
of $31,281.00 with M/R Systems, Inc. for the Green Hill Pump Station improvements.  Council 
Member Parler so moved and Council Member Unthank seconded.  Mayor Owens recognized Mr. Sid 
Varn, director of Planning and Engineering, who stated the city received a state grant to install two 
new pumps at the Green Hill Pump Station.  He explained the contract with M/R Systems, Inc. needs 
to be sole source because the company installed and maintains the SCADA system at both city water 
treatment plants which operates the pumps at the Green Hill Pump Station.  Mr. Varn said the SCADA 
System will sense the water level in the tanks and then turn pumps on and off as needed to replenish 
the water supply in the tanks.  Mayor Owens called for a vote and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

F. Mayor Owens recognized Mr. Brian Carter, director of Planning and Zoning, who stated the 2nd 
Annual Employee Wellness Fair was a success with 92 employees attending the event.  51 employees 
received free private health screenings provided by Lexington Medical Center.  10 vendors offered 
services and advice to city employees and local businesses also contributed over $1,500 in door 
prizes, which were given out to employees during the event.  Mr. Carter noted that a survey 
completed by participants in the 2013 Wellness Fair compared to the 2012 Wellness Fair survey 
indicated a 14.4 percent increase in the number of employees satisfied with the current state of their 
health.  Employee membership in fitness centers increased by 21.2 percent and commitment to a 
long-term healthy lifestyle increased by two percent.  87 percent of the participants indicated they 
would join group activities that encourage healthy eating or physical fitness if offered to them. 
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Agenda Item VII – Adjourn to Executive Session for a Contractual Matter Concerning City Property 
 

Mayor Owens entertained a motion to adjourn to executive session.  Council Member Unthank so moved and 
Council Member Parler seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.  Council adjourned at 6:35 p.m. 
 
Agenda Item VIII – Reconvene to Regular Session 
 

Mayor Owens entertained a motion to adjourn executive session and reconvene to regular session.  Council 
Member Harley so moved and Council Member Wingard seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.  
Council reconvened at 6:58 p.m.  Mayor Owens stated that no action was taken in executive session. 
 
Mayor Owens recognized Council Member Hallman who made a motion for first reading consideration on 
an ordinance to convey the city property located at 351 Meeting Street to Ms. Karen Hoover for the amount 
of $100,500.00.  Council Member Harley seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Agenda Item IX – Adjourn 
 

Mayor Owens entertained a motion to adjourn.  Council Member Harley so moved and Council Member 
Wingard seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.  Council adjourned at 7:05 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Marta M. Valentino, CMC 
City Clerk/Public Information Officer 


