
City of West Columbia, SC  
 

Regular Council Meeting 
 

March 2, 2010 at 6 p.m. 
 
Members Present:      Members Absent: 
Bobby E. Horton, Mayor     None 
Jack L. Harmon, Mayor Pro-Tem 
Eric L. Fowler 
L. Dale Harley 
Boyd J. Jones 
Marsha J. Moore 
Tommy G. Parler 
Cathy Shannon 
B.J. Unthank 
 

Others Present: 
Jenny Cunningham, City Administrator   Stuart Jones, Building Official 
Myron Corley, Deputy City Administrator   Wyatt Coleman, Fire Chief 
Mardi McKinnon, City Clerk     Dennis Tyndall, Police Chief 
Donna Smith, Economic Development Director  Charles Garren, Public Works Director 
Rick Hodge, City Treasurer     Ken Ebener, Municipal Judge 
Joe Owens, Utilities Director     Members of the Public and Press   
 
Agenda Item I – Call to Order 
Mayor Horton called the meeting to order at 6 p.m. and noted a quorum was present.  The State, Free Times, 
Lexington County Chronicle, Cayce-West Columbia News, and The Columbia Star were notified of the 
public hearing by e-mail on February 26, 2010. 
 
Agenda Item II – Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 
Mayor Pro-Tem Harmon gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Agenda Item III – Requests for Appearance 
Mayor Horton stated there were no requests for appearance. 
 
Agenda Item IV – Announcements by Mayor 
Mayor Horton announced that members of Boy Scout Troop 2, sponsored by First Presbyterian Church in 
Columbia, were present to meet citizenship badge requirements.  Mayor Horton welcomed Troop Leader 
Dennis Coker and asked council members to meet the scouts after the meeting. 
 
Mayor Horton announced that the Mayor’s Round Table meeting would be held at 5:30 p.m. on March 15, 
2010 in the New Brookland Room before the Council Work Session at 6 p.m. 
 
Agenda Item V – Approval of Minutes 

A. Mayor Horton entertained a motion to approve minutes for the regular council meeting held 
February 2, 2010.  Council Member Unthank so moved and Council Member Fowler seconded.  
The motion passed unanimously. 

 

B. Mayor Horton entertained a motion to approve minutes for the council work session held February 
16, 2010.  Mayor Pro-Tem Harmon so moved and Council Member Parler seconded.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
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Agenda Item V – Approval of Minutes 

C. Mayor Horton entertained a motion to approve minutes for the special council meeting held 
February16, 2010.  Council Member Fowler so moved and Council Member Moore seconded.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 

 
Agenda Item VI – Old Business 

A. Mayor Horton entertained a motion for second reading consideration of an ordinance to amend 
Title 6 of the City of West Columbia Code of Ordinances to add a new Chapter 5, entitled, 
Smoking in Places of Employment.  Council Member Harley so moved and Council Member 
Fowler seconded.  Mayor Horton recognized Council Member Unthank who stated he opposed 
passing an ordinance that told business owners how to operate their businesses.  He said although 
he was a non-smoker he felt the ordinance was an unnecessary intrusion on businesses. 

 

 Mayor Horton recognized Council Member Parler who stated he opposed the ordinance for the 
same reasons as Council Member Unthank.  He said he was not elected to tell businesses what to 
do.  He felt Council should not dictate or mandate to businesses because there already were enough 
federal and state mandates. 

 

 Mayor Horton recognized Mayor Pro-Tem Harmon who said he agreed with Council Members 
Parler and Unthank.  He stated he would vote no for the same reasons. 

 

Mayor Horton called for the vote.  Mayor Horton and Council Members Fowler, Harley, Moore, 
and Jones voted in favor of the motion.  Mayor Pro-Tem Harmon and Council Members Parler, 
Shannon and Unthank voted in opposition.  The motion passed five votes to fours votes.  Mayor 
Horton stated that the ordinance would go into effect June 1, 2010. 

 
Agenda Item VII – New Business 

A. Mayor Horton entertained a motion for first reading consideration of an ordinance amending the 
City of West Columbia Code of Ordinances to repeal and replace Title 2, Chapter 1, Section 5, 
regulating false alarms.  Council Member Harley so moved and Council Member Fowler seconded.  
The motion passed unanimously. 

 

B. Mayor Horton entertained a motion for first reading consideration of an ordinance to annex 1.04 
acres of property located at 2001 Morningside Drive (TMS # 004668-01-003).  Mayor Pro-Tem 
Harmon so moved and Council Member Parler seconded.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

C. Mayor Horton entertained a motion for first reading consideration of an ordinance to annex .74 
acres of property located at 221 Hammond Avenue (TMS # 004628-03-018).  Council Member 
Parler so moved and Mayor Pro-Tem Harmon seconded.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

D. Mayor Horton recognized Council Member Moore who made a motion to not accept the Planning 
Commission’s recommendation to deny a map amendment and to take first reading to change the 
zoning classification for two properties located south of 1709 Sunset Boulevard and west of 1635 
Sunset Boulevard (TMS # 004645-02-093 and 094) from C-2 (General Commercial) to C-3 
(Restricted Commercial).  Council Member Jones seconded the motion, which passed 
unanimously. 
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Agenda Item VII – New Business (continued) 
 

 E. Mayor Horton entertained a motion to take first reading consideration of the Planning 
Commission’s recommendation to establish a zoning classification for recently annexed property 
located at 219 Hammond Avenue (TMS # 004628-03-017) as R-2 (medium density residential).  
Council Member Harley so moved and Council Member Fowler seconded.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 

 

 F. Mayor Horton entertained a motion for a resolution authorizing the deputy city administrator to 
take on all responsibilities designated to the city administrator under that certain general obligation 
bond ordinance dated January 19, 2010; designating the deputy city administrator as an authorized 
officer.  Council Member Parler so moved and Council Member Fowler seconded.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 

 

 G. Mayor Horton entertained a motion for consideration of a resolution to authorize the consumption 
of beer and wine at the Riverwalk Music Festival and the Rhythm on the River concert series at the 
Riverwalk Amphitheater.  Council Member Harley so moved and Mayor Pro-Tem Harmon 
seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.  Mayor Horton recognized City Clerk Mardi 
McKinnon who stated that the Riverwalk Music Festival is on April 17, 2010 from 2 to 9 p.m.  The 
Rhythm on the River concert series begins April 24 and continues for seven more Saturdays. 

 

 H. Mayor Horton entertained a motion for consideration of bids for project oversight and CDBG grant 
administration services for the Triangle City Façade Improvements Grant.  Council Member 
Harley so moved and Council Member Fowler seconded.  Mayor Horton recognized Donna Smith, 
Director of Economic Development, who stated that two bids were received for the project with 
HPG & Company, Consulting Engineers, Inc. submitting the low bid of $10,000.  Ms. Smith 
recommended that Council accept the bid from HPG to assist the city with bid specifications and 
review of contractor qualifications.  Mayor Horton called for a vote and the motion passed 
unanimously. 

 

 I. Mayor Horton entertained a motion for consideration of a recommendation from HPG & Company 
Consulting Engineers, Inc. regarding the contract award for city park accessibility improvements.  
Council Member Harley so moved and Council Member Fowler seconded.  Mayor Horton 
recognized Ms. Georgianna Graham with HPG & Company, Consulting Engineers, Inc., who 
stated that nine bids were received for the construction of several park accessibility improvements 
and opened on February 2, 2010.  Wescad, Inc. of Simpsonville, SC submitted the lowest bid of 
$69,900.00.  She explained that because HPG was unfamiliar with Wescad, the company was 
asked to submit documentation concerning its qualifications and experience, references, employee 
classifications and available equipment.  She said that based upon HPG’s evaluation of the 
information Wescad provided, the company did not sufficiently document its qualifications and 
capacity to successfully complete the sidewalks that are a major part of the accessibility 
improvements project.  She said the second low bid of $70,660.00 was submitted by Joe Singleton 
Company, Inc. of Sumter, SC.  She noted that Joe Singleton Company previously completed work 
for the City of West Columbia in Triangle City and is very experienced in the type of work 
included in the project.  She stated that HPG recommended awarding the construction contract to 
Joe Singleton Company, Inc.  Mayor Horton called for a vote and the motion passed unanimously. 
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 J. Mayor Horton entertained a motion to approve the 2010 jury list for the City of West Columbia 

Municipal Court.  Council Member Fowler so moved and Mayor Pro-Tem Harmon seconded.  
Mayor Horton recognized the Honorable Ken Ebener, Municipal Judge, who stated that the jury list 
was obtained from the voter registration list from the SC Election Commission.  He said the 
original list contained 11,016 names, from which city council members and 11 out-of-city residents 
were purged, leaving a total of 10,996 potential jurors.  He said the 2010 jury list was significantly 
larger compared to the 2009 list which contained 7,792 names.  Mayor Horton called for a vote and 
the motion passed unanimously. 

 

 K. Mayor Horton recognized City Treasurer Rick Hodge who stated the city now has the capacity to 
accept water bill payments online as well as Visa, Discover and Mastercard payments at the 
customer service counter.  He said that SC.GOV, the company that handles the transactions, will 
send the city an e-mail each day listing which customers have made payments.  Mayor Horton 
recognized Council Member Moore who asked if the customers are charged fees.  Mr. Hodge 
responded that SC.GOV charges customers a portal fee of 1.70 percent of the bill and a $1.00 
transaction fee.  Mayor Horton recognized Council Member Unthank who stated that the user fee 
seemed to be very reasonable.  Mr. Hodge stated that it took a while to find a company with the 
lowest user fees.  He said that SC.GOV handles all fees to the credit card companies. 

 
Agenda Item VIII – Adjourn to Executive Session for a Contractual Matter. 
 

Mayor Horton entertained a motion to adjourn to executive session to discuss a contractual matter.  
Council Member Unthank so moved and Council Member Fowler seconded.  The motion passed 
unanimously.  Council adjourned to executive session at 6:35 p.m. 
 
Agenda Item IX – Reconvene to Regular Session 
 

Mayor Horton entertained a motion to adjourn executive session and reconvene to regular session.  
Council Member Parler so moved and Mayor Pro-Tem Harmon seconded.  The motion passed 
unanimously.  Council reconvened at 7:15 p.m.  Mayor Horton stated that no action was taken in executive 
session. 
 
Agenda Item X – Adjourn 
 

Mayor Horton entertained a motion to adjourn.  Council Member Parler so moved and Council Member 
Fowler seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.  Council adjourned at 7:15 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Marta Valentino McKinnon, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 


