
City of West Columbia, SC  
 

Regular Council Meeting 
 

April 5, 2011 at 6 p.m. 
 
Members Present:       Members Absent: 
Bobby E. Horton, Mayor      Cathy Shannon 
Jack L. Harmon, Mayor Pro-Tem 
Eric L. Fowler 
L. Dale Harley 
Boyd Jones 
Marsha Moore 
Tommy Parler 
B.J. Unthank 
 

Others Present: 
Jenny Cunningham, City Administrator     Rick Hodge, City Treasurer 
Myron Corley, Deputy City Administrator    Charles Garren, Public Works Director 
Mardi Valentino, City Clerk      Stuart Jones, Building Official 
Donna Smith, Economic Development Director    Dennis Tyndall, Police Chief 
Sid Varn, Planning & Engineering Director     Wyatt Coleman, Fire Chief 
Members of the Public and Press           
 
Agenda Item I – Call to Order 
Mayor Horton called the meeting to order at 6 p.m. and noted a quorum was present.  The State, Free Times, 
Lexington County Chronicle, Cayce-West Columbia News, and The Columbia Star were notified of the meeting 
by e-mail on April 1, 2011. 
 
Agenda Item II – Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 
Mayor Horton gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Agenda Item III – Requests for Appearance 
 

A. Mayor Horton presented a proclamation for Autism Awareness Month to Margie Moore-Williamson, 
whose son, Austin, is autistic.  Austin is the grandson of Council Member Marsha Moore.  Mrs. Moore-
Williamson accepted the proclamation on behalf of the Autism Society of South Carolina. 

 

B. Mayor Horton recognized Milton Zanders, Jr., owner of True B-B-Q Restaurant at 1237 D Avenue.  Mr. 
Zanders stated he submitted an application to hold a non-alcoholic event between 5 and 9 p.m. on April 9, 
2011 in the 1200 block of D Avenue.  He explained that to hold a block party-style concert he wanted to 
close D Avenue between 12th Street and Charleston Highway from 5 to 9 p.m.  Mr. Zanders said he spoke 
with the other businesses along the 1200 block of D Avenue and the owners gave him their consent for the 
street to be closed.  Mr. Zanders asked council for approval to hold the event and to close the street.  Mr. 
Zanders said he was aware that he needed to obtain consent from SC Department of Transportation (SC 
DOT) before he can close the street. 

 

Mayor Horton expressed concern about the noise level for residents living on E Avenue behind the 
businesses.  Mr. Zanders responded that the band would be located on the corner of Charleston Highway 
and D Avenue next to Triangle Pharmacy and would play facing toward 12th Street.  He said he would 
caution the band to tone down the volume if residents complained about the noise level.  Mr. Zanders 
noted that a Christian rock band will be performing. 

 

 Mayor Horton asked how parking would be handled.  Mr. Zanders responded that parking would be 
available in front of the vacant Red & White Grocery Store building, at Triple A on the corner of 12th 
Street and D Avenue, at the BB&T parking lot on 12th Street, and the parking lot across the street from 
Triangle Pharmacy. 
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Agenda Item III – Requests for Appearance (continued) 
 

Mayor Horton asked how emergency vehicles would access D Avenue.  Mr. Zanders responded that the 
barriers across both ends of the 1200 block of D Avenue would be removed immediately if an emergency 
vehicle needed to access the event area. 

 

 Council Member Fowler asked who would be cleaning up the debris from the event.  Mr. Zanders 
responded that 12 five-gallon drums would be placed around the area for trash and people would be 
assisting him with cleanup after the event ends. 

 

 Mayor Horton asked if vendors would be selling any items.  Mr. Zanders responded that all food and 
beverages would be available at nearby restaurants.  He said the event will have a clown, a magician, face 
painting, and a blow-up jump house for children.  Mayor Horton asked Mr. Zanders to speak to City 
Treasurer Rick Hodge about any business licenses that might be needed and with Police Chief Dennis 
Tyndall about any security issues that might arise.  Council approved Mr. Zanders’s request. 

 
Agenda Item IV – Announcements by the Mayor 
 

Mayor Horton announced that the West Columbia Beautification Foundation raised $17,275.00 toward a 
matching grant for the Sunset Boulevard beautification project at the fundraiser held on March 31, 2011. 
 

Mayor Horton announced that the following meetings would be held in the month of April; Beautification 
Foundation on April 6 at 8 a.m., Mayor’s Roundtable Meeting at 5:30 p.m. and the Council Work Session at 6 
p.m. on April 18, and the Planning Commission on April 25 at 6 p.m. 
 

Mayor Horton said the Riverwalk Music Festival would be held on Saturday, April 16, 2011 from 2 to 9 p.m. and 
would feature Edwin McCain, a nationally-known singer/songwriter. 
 
Agenda Item V – Minutes 
 

A. Mayor Horton entertained a motion to approve the minutes for the Regular Council Meeting held on 
March 1, 2011.  Council Member Moore so moved and Council Member Jones seconded.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 

 

B. Mayor Horton entertained a motion to approve the minutes for the Special Council Meeting held on 
March 21, 2011.  Council Member Moore so moved and Council Member Unthank seconded.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 

 
Agenda Item VI – Old Business 

 

A. Mayor Horton entertained a motion for second reading consideration of an ordinance to provide for the 
sale of water and sewer services to certain high-volume industrial and commercial entities.  Mayor Pro-
Tem Harmon so moved and Council Member Parler seconded.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
Agenda Item VII – New Business 
 

A. Mayor Horton entertained a motion for first reading consideration of the Planning Commission’s 
recommendation to establish a zoning classification for approximately .35 acres of recently annexed 
property located at 935 N. Lucas Street (TMS # 004663-01-001) as R-1 (high density residential).  
Council Member Moore so moved and Mayor Pro-Tem Harmon seconded.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
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Agenda Item VII – New Business (continued) 
 

B. Mayor Horton entertained a motion for first reading consideration of the Planning Commission’s 
recommendation to establish a zoning classification for approximately .31 acres of recently annexed 
property located at 328 Greenwood Road and 321 Gaffney Street (TMS # 004617-04-036) as R-2 
(medium density residential).  Mayor Pro-Tem Harmon so moved and Council Member Parler seconded.  
The motion passed unanimously. 

 

C. Mayor Horton entertained a motion for first reading consideration of the Planning Commission’s 
recommendation to establish a zoning classification for approximately .28 acres of recently annexed 
property located at 1720 Crapps Avenue (TMS # 004636-04-023) as R-3 (low density residential).  
Council Member Parler so moved and Council Member Fowler seconded.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 

 

D. Mayor Horton recognized Sid Varn, Director of Planning and Engineering, who presented bids to repaint 
the clearwell and other facilities at the Lake Murray Water Treatment Plant.  Mr. Varn said he budgeted 
$42,000.00 for the project and recommended Council accept the low bid of $40,788.00 submitted by 
American Painting and Sandblasting, Inc., a West Columbia-based business.  Mayor Horton recognized 
Council Member Unthank who moved to accept the low bid of $40,788.00 submitted by American 
Painting and Sandblasting, Inc.  Council Member Fowler seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

E. Mayor Horton entertained a motion to consider appointing the following members to the Fire Code Board 
of Appeals for three-year terms ending April 2014; John D. Jansen, Jr., Retired Fire Chief, Lawrence 
Gardner, Retired Fire Marshall, and Ronald Scarboro, Retired Fire Chief.  Council Member Harley so 
moved and Council Member Unthank seconded.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

F. Mayor Horton recognized Council Member Parler who discussed the need to purchase new Christmas 
decorations.  He said he met with City Administrator Jenny Cunningham and Public Works Director 
Charles Garren to determine how many were needed and where to place the new decorations.  He said the 
months of February and March are the best time to purchase decorations because they are listed at 40 
percent below regular prices.  He recommended the city buy 37 decorations at a cost of $12,588.15 with 
12 decorations placed along 12th Street because it is the parade route and 25 decorations at the Riverwalk 
Park.  Mayor Horton recognized Mrs. Cunningham who said $7,500 already was budgeted for new 
Christmas decorations.  Council Member Parler made a motion to fund an additional $ 5,088.15 to 
purchase 37 decorations.  Council Member Harley seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

G. Mayor Horton entertained a motion to increase funding from $2,000 to $2,500 to support the Palmetto 
Girls and Boys State program administered by the American Legion.  Mayor Pro-Tem Harmon so moved 
and Council Member Harley seconded.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
Agenda Item VIII – Adjourn 
 

Mayor Horton entertained a motion to adjourn.  Council Member Parler so moved and Council Member Unthank 
seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.  Council adjourned at 6:45 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Marta M. Valentino, CMC 
City Clerk 


